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FLOOR SCHEDULE FOR THURSDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2011 

      

HOUSE MEETS AT: FIRST VOTE PREDICTED: LAST VOTE PREDICTED: 

 

9:00 a.m.: Legislative 

Business 

 

Five “One Minutes” per 

side 

 

10:00 – 10:30 a.m. 

 

1:30 – 2:30 p.m. 

 

Complete Consideration of H.R. 2681 - Cement Sector Regulatory Relief Act of 2011 (Rep. 

Sullivan – Energy and Commerce) (One hour of debate) The bill repeals three EPA rules that 

address the air pollution emissions from cement kilns: EPA's Cement MACT (Maximum Achievable 

Control Technology) standards, standards of performance for new cement plants, and a rule regulating 

solid waste from cement plants. Under the measure, the EPA would be required to issue new 

regulations for limiting emissions from new and existing cement plants within 15 months of enactment. 

Further, regulated facilities would have to be given at least five years to comply with any new rules 

promulgated in accordance with this legislation. 

 

This bill delays implementation of rules to reduce hazardous air pollution from cement kilns, and would 

vacate any existing rules relating to cement kilns promulgated by the EPA. In addition to this up-front 

delay, the bill also bars EPA from requiring cement facilities to reduce pollution and to comply with any 

revised standards for at least five years, and potentially longer. 

 

There are 3 amendments with recorded votes pending:  

 

Cohen Amendment. Requires EPA to develop a compliance schedule for the new cement kiln rules 

that considers the need to bring them into effect to reduce illness-related absences from work due 

to respiratory or other illnesses  

Keating Amendment. Provides that, for the new rules required to be written under the bill for the 

cement industry, the compliance dates in the Clean Air Act apply, except that an additional year 

can be provided based upon a compelling reason 

Edwards Amendment.  Adds a finding to the bill that states that if the rules overturned by the bill 

remained in effect, they will yield annual public health benefits of $6,700,000,000 to 

$18,000,000,000, while the costs of such rules are $926,000,000 to $950,000,000.  This finding is 

drawn from EPA’s analysis of the rules 

 

 

Bill Text for H.R. 2681:  
HTML Version 

PDF Version     

Background for H.R. 2681: 
House Report (HTML Version) 

House Report (PDF Version) 

Text of Amendments printed in the Congressional Record 

 

H.R. 2250 - EPA Regulatory Relief Act of 2011 (Rep. Griffith – Energy and Commerce) (one 

hour of debate) H.R. 2250 - EPA Regulatory Relief Act of 2011 (Rep. Griffith – Energy and 

Commerce) (one hour of debate) The bill blocks the implementation of four EPA rules that would 

http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d112:HR2681:/
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/z?c112:H.R.2681:
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/BILLS-112hr2681rh/pdf/BILLS-112hr2681rh.pdf
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/cpquery/R?cp112:FLD010:@1(hr227)
http://democrats.rules.house.gov/112/billreport/112_hr2681_rpt.pdf
http://democrats.rules.house.gov/112/amdts/hr2681/112_hr2681_amdts.pdf
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d112:HR2250:/
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reduce allowable emissions of mercury, cadmium, particulates and other toxic air pollutants originating 

from boilers and incinerators. 

  

The measure requires the EPA to issue new regulations to replace the four original proposals within 15 

months of enactment. Regulated facilities would have to be given at least 5 years to comply with any 

new rules. 

  

The Rule for H.R. 2250 was adopted on 10/4 and it allows any amendment submitted and printed in 

the Congressional Record to be in order for consideration under the 5 minute Rule. Pro Forma 

amendments are also allowed under the Rule. There were 21 amendments submitted and printed in 

the Congressional Record. 

 

Bill Text for H.R. 2250 :  
HTML Version 

PDF Version     

Background for H.R. 2250 : 
House Report (HTML Version) 

House Report (PDF Version) 

Text of Amendments printed in the Congressional Record 

 

 

 

The Daily Quote 

 

“Republicans have a problem. People are increasingly concerned about unemployment, but 

Republicans have nothing to offer them. The G.O.P. opposes additional government spending 

for jobs programs and, in fact, favors big cuts in spending that would be likely to lead to 

further layoffs at all levels of government. Republicans favor tax cuts for the wealthy and 

corporations, but these had no stimulative effect during the George W. Bush administration 

and there is no reason to believe that more of them will have any today. And the Republicans’ 

oft-stated concern for the deficit makes tax cuts a hard sell…. On Aug. 29, the House majority 

leader, Eric Cantor of Virginia, sent a memorandum to members of the House Republican 

Conference, telling them to make the repeal of job-destroying regulations the key point in the 

Republican jobs agenda…Evidence supporting Mr. Cantor’s contention that deregulation would 

increase unemployment is very weak… As one can see, the number of layoffs nationwide 

caused by government regulation is minuscule and shows no evidence of getting worse during 

the Obama administration.” 

 

- Bruce Bartlett, Former advisor to Presidents Ronald Reagan and George H.W. Bush, The 

New York Times, 10/4/11 

 

 

http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d112:HR2250:/
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/z?c112:H.R.2250:
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/BILLS-112hr2250rh/pdf/BILLS-112hr2250rh.pdf
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